
Inventory Your Property

You should keep a detailed inventory of all your valuable property, especially those things which 
are most likely to be stolen. Using the principles of property marking, you should mark and 
record the details, such as serial number, make, model, colour, size and original cost, of the 

following goods:
INSIDE THE HOME
	 • Televisions	 • Kitchen appliances
	 • Video equipment and DVDs	 • Stereos and CDs
	 • Binoculars	 • Cameras
	 • Sporting goods	 • Musical instruments
	 • Computer equipment	 • Sewing machines

You should photograph or video the following goods (next to a ruler or matchbox to give 
an indication of their size) and record their details:
	 • Jewellery	 • Watches
	 • Antiques	 • Silverware
	 • Paintings and other artwork	 • Stamp, coin and other collections

OUTSIDE THE HOME
	 • Power tools	 • Lawn mowers
	 • Trailers	 • Chainsaws
	 • Garden tools	 • Bicycles
	 • Welders	 	 	 	 • Tool boxes

Keep a separate list of your possessions—and the photos or video tape of the goods that you cannot engrave—in a safe 
place with your inventory list. Not only will this help you if you have to report a theft to your insurance company, but it 
will also assist you and the police to identify what is yours.



Engraving Or Etching
Engraving or etching is suitable for many hard surfaces and can be done using an electric 
engraving tool or a hand engraver. This method leaves a visible and permanent mark.

Ultra Violet Or ‘Invisible’ Marking
An ultra-violet (UV) pen can put an invisible mark on your property which can only be 
seen using a UV lamp. Remember that the mark can fade in time, especially when exposed 
to sunlight, and can be washed off, so it needs renewing regularly. In some cities, local 

police stations and Neighbourhood Watch branches will lend you an engraving pen, or 
alternatively these or marking pens can be purchased from your local hardware store.

The best identification to use is your driver’s licence number. If you don’t have a driver’s 
licence yourself, you could use a close relative’s number (with their permission) or obtain 
a proof of age card. For more advice on marking your property, contact your local police 
station.

Marking your valuable property for police identification makes it less attractive to an 
offender because it makes the property more difficult to sell. It’s also easier to claim your stolen property if the 
police recover it if it has been appropriately marked. 

Where On The Item Do I Mark?
If possible mark the back of the appliance or object so it can be easily seen if checked. Next to the power cord or serial 
number is best. Once marked, you can place a “This item has been marked for police identification” sticker on the front 
of the item and a larger sticker can go on your house windows. 

What Happens If I Sell an item?
Cross through the old marking to show that it is no longer valid and the new owner can place their number next to it. 
It is also a good idea to provide a receipt to prove the item was sold.

Guide To Photographing Items
Items not suitable for engraving or marking should be photographed. These 
include jewellery and watches, collections, silverware, stamp and coin collections, 
paintings and antiques. Items that are rare, unique or difficult to replace because 
of their age, design or artistic value should also be photographed.

Use the following points as a guide to photographing items: 

•	 Use a good quality camera, preferably with a lens with a macro capability so you 
can get clear close-ups.

•	 Photograph the items in the home to show where they belong.
•	 Take full frame shots of the item and a general shot from both sides.
•	 Include a ruler beside the item to indicate the size of the object.
•	 Place jewellery on a strong coloured background (eg red or dark blue).
•	 Take close up shots if possible to show unique features, serial numbers or other markings.
•	 Photographs of objects with a flat side should be taken on a slight angle to avoid the camera flash creating a reflection 

and obscuring detail.
•	 Do not store the negatives and prints together in the same building. Some insurance companies will keep a copy of 

the photographs with your policy.
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